
average from scarlet fever, from llf to 6}; from
measles, from 15f to 5}; from pneumonia, from
58J to 51^; from broncho-pneumonia, from
47 to 32; from diarrhcal diseases, from 301} to
257j; from diarrhcals under two years of age,
from 2772 to 225; from Blight's disease and
nephritis, from 95J to 84}; and from organic
heart diseases, from 78J to 72^. Among the dis-
eases which showed an increased mortality were
the following: The weekly average of deaths from
whooping-cough increased from 4 to 9; the
weekly average from typhoid fever from 13f to
14J; from acute bronchitis, from 13J to 16J;
from pulmonary tuberculosis, from 125} to 145f ;
and from cancer, from 504 to 52J.

From the condensed quarterly report of the
Bureau of Records of the Health Department
just issued, it appears that during the three
months ending June 30, the second quarter of
the year, there were in the city 16,674 deaths,
which on an estimated population of 3,732,903
gives a deathrate of 17.93. Comparing this
with an average number of deaths for the corre-

sponding quarters of the preceding five years of
16,642 deaths, which on an estimated population
of 3,448,567 gives a deathrate of 19.40 per thou-
sand, it is seen that there has been a lowering of
almost a point and a half. The deathrate of the
following diseases shows a reduction: Measles,
from 0.26 to 0.19; scarlet fever, from 0.34 to
0.29; pulmonary tuberculosis, from 2.34 to 2.14;
pneumonia, from 2.76 to 2.60; diarrhcal diseases,
from 1.06 to 0.89; Bright's disease, from 1.52 to
1.49. In the following there has been an aug-
mented deathrate: Diphtheria and croup, from
0.64 to 0.07; typhoid fever, from 0.11 to 0.13;
cancer, from 0.67 to 0.69. It will be noted, how-
ever, that these increases arc very slight, while
several of the reductions arc quite marked.

- 

Miscellany
INFANT MORTALITY IN NEW YORK.

WRITING in the Medical News on " Infant Mor-
tality in New York," Dr. Rowland G. Freeman
reaches the following conclusions: (1) The infant
mortality of ¡ill countries is shockingly high, and
this is shown to be unnecessary by the fact that
infants that are well cared for show a very low
mortality. (2) The influences that contribute
to the high mortality are defective feeding, the
active cause, and heat and humidity and bad
surroundings as contributory causes. (3) Therehas been a marked decline in infant mortalityduring (he last ten years in the United States and
especially in New York City, due, for the most
part, to the decline in mortality from summer

diarrhea. (4) This is due to many agencies.
The general adoption of pasteurization and ster-
ilization of milk is the most important of these.
Other agencies in New York City arc the im-
proved city administration, the milk inspection
of the Department of Health, the Straus Milk
Charity, the fresh air work of St. John's Guild
and similar charities, cleaner streets and asphaltpavements, the new small parks, playgroundsand recreation piers, improved tenements and
the use of antitoxin.

HYSTERICAL FEVER.
The existence of a pyrexial condition in asso-

ciation with hysteria apart from any recognizable
cause for the hyperthcrmia has been 'called in
question, but there are a number of carefullymade observations on record which seem to estab-
lish the fact of its occasional occurrence. It is
claimed that the diagnosis may be made bynoting the want of harmony between the tem-
perature and the pulse rate and respiration.Moreover, in lieu of an increased excretion of
urea, this " functional " fever is marked by a
diminished, which is in accord with common
experience; but how can the alarming increase
of lunacy during the past fifty years be accounted
for?

—

Medical Press.

NEWSFAPER MEDICINE.
The following excerpts arc taken from a single

daily paper, and serve to account in a measure
for the prevalent erroneous popular ideas regard-ing medical matters:

Chicago Man's Heart Mended. —An operation wasmade on the heart of M. P., who was stabbed in a fight,to save the man's life. At Mercy Hospital, where he was
taken, physicians took out his heart and sewed it up.Then oxygen was administered continuously, and it wassaid that he had a possible chance of recovery. The
wound almost cut the man's heart in two.

Dr. Gartner of Vienna has just patented an instru-
ment which records the pulse of a patient under the influ-
ence of an anesthetic. The instrument is fastened to the
forearm and a graduated disc records the increase or retar-
dation of the pulse. The experiments in the hospital ofVienna succeeded marvelously. It is hoped by means of
it to prevent death during operations.

Surgery por Consumption. — L G. of Hampton,N. H., underwent a rurc surgical operation here on Satur-
day at the Stamford Hospital, as a last resort for the cure
of pulmonary tuberculosis. An examination revealed alarge cavity in the apex of the right lung and an abscess
in the upper part of the middle lobe. The physician incharge of the case was satisfied that the only chance the
patient had was an operation that would establish drain-
age through the chest wall. On Saturday, accordingly, heresected five inches of the second rib, four and one-half ofthe third and four inches of the fourth. The pleura beingbound down by adhesions was brought into the wound
and stitched there, both cavities were located and thepleura was opened with a needle. The cavities were thor-oughly cleaned and drained with a rubber tissue drainage,and the wound was closed with the exception of spacesufficient for drainage. The chest wall was strapped and
dressed with a dry antiseptic dressing. A complete recov-
ery is hoped for.

The optimism of the final statements in each
of these instances is not calculated to instill cor-
rect physiological ideas into the popular mind.
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